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Abstract

Four new relations have been found between the Stirling numbers of

first and second kind. They are derived directly from recently published

relations.1
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1 Introduction

Only a few relations are known to exist between the Stirling numbers of first and
second kind. Recently two new equations were introduced for this purpose. The
Stirling numbers are extensively studied for instance in the field of combinatorics
[1], [2], [6]. [7] has displayed a nice historic review of the Stirling numbers.

The equations below seem to be the only nontrivial relations between the
Stirling numbers of first and second kind [4].
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The following two equations were recently found by the author [8]
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In the following, one is using mostly arithmetic operations in order to derive
new expressions. Therefore it is not necessary to make too strict assumptions
on number domains and differentiability etc. In general, the applied indexes
∈ N+ and the variable x ∈ C for instance.

2 Stirling Numbers

S
(m)
1 i is the Stirling number of first kind. The recurrence relation is the following
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2 i is the Stirling number of second kind. The recursion relation is
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For both kinds of numbers, they are determined from the recursion relations
above. Numbers outside the number triangles are zero. The basic features of
the Stirling numbers of first and second kind can be found in most handbooks,
see [3], [4], [5].
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3 Identities For the Stirling Numbers

The equations below were found by the author [8] while establishing the equa-
tions (5) and (6).
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The parameter x can have any value whatsoever. At the point x = 1 one will
get the results mentioned above. However, to derive new results one must start
from the equations (11) and (12). The summation (11) can be opened up to the
following polynomial
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By using the known properties of the Stirling numbers one recognizes that the
highest powers xm are eliminated from this equation leaving only powers lower
than m.
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This leads at x = 1 to
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Identical steps starting from (12) lead to
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Correspondingly, at x = 1 one obtains
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By differentiating equations (15) and (17), one will get at x = 0 immediately

S
(1)
2 m = −

m−1
∑

j=1

S
(j)
1 mS

(1)
2 j (19)

S
(1)
1 j = −

j−1
∑

m=1

S
(m)
2 j S

(1)
1 m (20)

3



4 Discussion

The Stirling numbers of first and second kind form Pascal-type triangles with
rather complicated closed-form equations for the numbers themselves. Not so
many relations exist between these two kinds of Stirling numbers.

The process started from the original equations (11) and (12) containing
the variable x by studying them in detail. The results were evaluated at x =
1. Further two equations were produced by differentiating the equations (15)
and (17) and evaluating them at x = 0 which clears out all its powers. It is
obvious that more complicated relations between the Stirling numbers of first
and second kind can be generated by differentiating the equations (15) and (17)
and evaluating at some value. These two polynomial equations seem to be in a
key position while generating new equations.

The results indicate that the the two kinds of Stirling numbers are connected
in a complicated way and there exist several complex relations. Equations (15),
(16), (17), (18), (19) and (20) are believed to be new.

References

[1] Jordan, C.: ”On Stirling’s Numbers”, Tohoku Mathematical Journal,
First Series 37, 1933 p. 254 - 278

[2] Bailey, W. N. Generalised Hypergeometric Series. Cambridge, England:
University Press, 1935

[3] Abramowitz, M., Stegun, I.A.: Handbook of Mathematical Functions,
Dover 1970, 9th Edition

[4] Gradshteyn, I.S., Ryzhik, I.M.: Table of Integrals, Series and Products,
Academic Press 2007, 7th Edition

[5] Jeffrey, A., Hui-Hui Dai: Handbook of Mathematical Formulas and

Integrals, Elsevier2008, 4th Edition

[6] Khristo N. Boyadzhiev: ”Exponential Polynomials, Stirling Numbers,

and Evaluation of Some Gamma Integrals”, Hindawi Publishing Corpora-
tion Abstract and Applied Analysis Volume 2009, Article ID 168672, 18
pages doi:10.1155/2009/168672

[7] Mohammad-Noori, M.:”Some remarks about the derivative operator and

generalized Stirling numbers”’ arXiv:1012.3948v3 [math.CO] 2010

[8] Stenlund, Henrik: ”On Some Relations between the Stirling Numbers of

First and Second kind”, International Journal of Mathematics and Com-
puter Research, Vol. 07, Issue 03 March-2019, p. 1948-1950 2019 DOI:
10.31142/ijmcr/v7i03.01

4

http://arxiv.org/abs/1012.3948

	0.1 Keywords
	0.2 Mathematical Classification
	1 Introduction
	2 Stirling Numbers
	3 Identities For the Stirling Numbers
	4 Discussion

